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PURPOSE 
1.  A situation may arise where it is necessary for an officer to use Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) spray for 
protection from imminent physical harm.  The purpose of this regulation is to ensure there is a basic 
understanding of OC spray, its use, application, and limitations. 
 
2.  Use of OC spray will be deemed improper when the use, degree or type of force employed is 
determined to have been excessive, unnecessary, or unreasonable.  The use of improper force can not 
and will not be tolerated.  Any violation of this policy shall subject the user of such force to disciplinary 
action. 
 
DEFINITION 
OC is an organically based less-than-lethal aerosol weapon designed to cause a loss of intended thought 
process, coordination, and upper body control.  By impairing the subject's ability and desire to harm 
others there can be a resultant reduction in potential resistance.  The OC 10% formulation is a powerful 
inflammatory agent that occurs naturally in cayenne peppers. 
 
EFFECT 
1.  OC spray will cause mucous membranes to swell, thus producing an immediate closing of the eyes, 
uncontrollable coughing, gagging and gasping for breath.  OC also produces a sensation of intense 
burning of the skin.  These physiological effects produce a compliant subject who has lost coordination 
and upper body motor control, thereby precluding any further intended aggressive behavior.  A subject 
can then be restrained or controlled with minimum physical contact, and this reduces the risk of injury for 
the OC user and the person restrained. 
 
2.  OC produces no major lasting effects longer than 30 to 45 minutes.  If a person takes longer than 30 
to 45 minutes to recover, they should immediately be evaluated by medical personal.  Like any use of 
force injury, if the person requests medical treatment, emergency medical services should be summoned 
immediately.  If necessary, the person should be taken to a medical facility for examination and treatment. 
 
TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
1.  Members shall be fully trained and certified in the use of OC spray prior to being permitted to carry or 
use it on or off duty. 
 
2.  All members authorized to carry OC must be trained in its use, application, limitations, and 
decontamination procedures. 
 
3.  Because all members are required to provide assistance to any person subjected to OC spray, they 
must understand, first-hand, the effects of OC spray.  This shall include individual exposure of each 
member to the effects of OC contamination. 
 



 

 

4.  It is conceivable that in the course of performing police duties, members may have OC spray taken 
away from them by an assailant.  And, in some instances, OC spray may be used against a member.  
Therefore, members must be mentally and physically capable of working through the effects of OC in any 
situation. 
 
5.  By means of in-service or basic training, members will learn how to evaluate circumstances when 
lesser types of force options are ineffective, and OC spray may thus be used.  Therefore, the use of OC 
spray should be restricted to two factors: 
 

A. Circumstances authorized by law, and 
 
 B. Only the level of force necessary to accomplish a lawful task. 
 
6. The training requirements established by this agency will be used to determine whether the officer can 
overcome the effects of OC spray and continue to perform their duties. 
 
7.  All members of the Law Enforcement Division serving as police officers in any capacity shall be trained 
in the use of OC spray.   
 
SAFETY RULES DURING TRAINING 
1.  Treat all aerosol canisters as if they contain active chemical agents. 
 
2.  Do not handle any aerosol canister without an instructor’s permission or direction. 
 
3.  Horseplay or any other unsafe conduct is prohibited while training with OC spray. 
 
4.  Always remain upwind of training area unless otherwise directed. 
 
5.  Do not cross any safety line or barrier without permission. 
 
6.  If assigned to decontamination, remain at your post until relieved. 
 
7.  If contaminated or assigned to decontamination, immediately report any adverse reaction(s) to an 
instructor. 
 
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS 
1.  Members shall carry/use only agency issued canisters of OC spray. 
 
2.  Members in uniform shall carry OC spray in the agency issued and authorized OC spray holster.  Non-
uniformed members shall carry their issued OC spray canister in a pocket. 
 
3.  It is each member’s responsibility to keep safe and within their control their issued canister of OC 
spray, on-duty or off-duty. 
 
4.  OC spray may be used at the officer's discretion under the following circumstances: 
 
 A. When necessary to defend themselves or others. 
 

B. To affect an arrest. 
 
 C. To prevent the commission of a public offense. 
 
 D. When lower levels of force are deemed ineffective. 
 
5.  The OC spray canister produces a stream shaped spray which can be used to incapacitate a person 
up to 12 feet away.  OC spray should be directed at the subjects face with two (2) one-second bursts.  



 

 

Wind and weather conditions are factors that should be considered prior to using OC spray. 
 
6.  Officers shall use only the amount of OC spray needed to control any given situation.  Once a situation 
is under control and the subject has submitted to custody, the use of OC must be discontinued.   
 
7.  Should the need arise where OC spray is going to be used inside a building or enclosed area, 
members must make every reasonable attempt to warn and remove bystanders from the area prior to use 
of the OC spray. 
 
PROCEDURES AFTER USE OF OC SPRAY 
1.  When any person is subjected to OC spray, a supervisor must be immediately notified. 
 
2.  Each use of OC spray must be documented on a  Use of Physical Force Report as soon as practical 
following the incident. 
 
3.  Decontamination procedures as provided in this regulation shall be used as needed. 
 
DECONTAMINATION OF A PERSON 
1.  Have the subject stay still.  Tell them to breathe normally and relax as much as possible. 
 
2.  Move the subject to an uncontaminated area as soon as possible and face into the wind.  A fan may 
also be used to aerate the eyes and face. 
 
3.  If practical before transporting, cool water may be used to flush the subjects face and eyes.  A garden 
hose works well.  DO NOT ALLOW THE SUBJECT TO RUB THEIR EYES!  
 
4.  Have the subject breath normally through their nose, if irritation persists the subject may be allowed to 
blow their nose. 
 
5.  Do not use lotions, creams or salves on the effected areas.  These trap the resin against the skin. 
 
6.  Use of a wet paper towel pressed on the face followed by a dry paper towel has proven to be the most 
effective way to remove the resin from the skin.  These should be applied numerous times until the resin 
is removed. 
 
7.  After utilizing step 6 above, a non-oil based soap, shampoo or detergent can be used to help remove 
the remainder of resin from the skin. 
 
8.  After utilizing step 7 above, again pat dry with a cloth or paper towel. DO NOT RUB! 
 
9.  Do not use any commercial eye wash solutions during the decontamination process. 
 
10.  Subjects wearing contact lenses should remove them before flushing the eyes with water, and then 
thoroughly clean and soak the lenses with appropriate cleaning solutions.  Most soft lenses will have to 
be discarded. 
 
11.  Under normal circumstances, all major symptoms should disappear within 30 to 45 minutes.  IF 
SYMPTOMS PERSIST, SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION IMMEDIATELY! 
 
12.  If any person requests medical attention, it should be made available by whatever means necessary. 
 
DECONTAMINATION OF AN AREA OR A VEHICLE 
1.  OC spray is biodegradable and does not require special equipment to process decontamination. 
 
2.  With normal ventilation (opening of doors or windows) or by using high speed fans, buildings, rooms, 
vehicles and other enclosed areas can be decontaminated in about one hour. 



 

 

 
3.  Contaminated seats or other areas can simply be washed with soap and water to remove the resin 
from the affected areas. 
 
MEDICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
1.  Capsicum is a vasodilator and its inflammatory properties are a result of dilating blood vessels in the 
affected areas.  This action increases the blood flow to the area resulting in minute swelling.  When this 
occurs within the nasopharyngeal tract, the physiological effects trigger a psychological response: "I can't 
breathe."  Since choking and the inability to breathe are man's most primordial fear, the conscious 
thought process is impacted significantly. 
 
2.  The perceived inability to breathe can trigger a panic response which manifests itself in ACUTE 
HYPERVENTILATION SYNDROME.  This is particularly true in the case of intoxicated persons or those 
in a high state of anxiety, i.e. domestic disputes. 
 
Signs  Symptoms 
Rapid breathing Inability to catch breath 
Pale, Diaphoretic Tightness in chest 
Posturing Tingling in hands and feet 
Irritability/increased anxiety Panic verbalization 
 
3.  Acute hyperventilation syndrome (AHS) is best treated by reassuring the person they are alright.  
Have them breathe slowly and deeply and thereby work to reduce the anxiety level they are experiencing.  
In severe cases it may be necessary to have the subject breathe into a paper bag to restore blood carbon 
dioxide levels.  Depletion of CO2 levels results in respiratory and eventually metabolic acidosis.  
Untreated AHS will progress into a loss of consciousness.  As in all cases of unconsciousness, medical 
intervention is indicated. 
 
4.  Allergic reaction (anaphylaxis) to members of the pepper family occurs in approximately .5% of the 
general population.  While most allergic reactions are not life threatening, it is necessary to provide 
medical treatment to any person believed to be having an allergic reaction to OC ingestion.  Any person 
who has been exposed to an OC agent who complains of itching, hives, difficulty in swallowing, facial 
swelling or who states they have a known allergy to any variety of pepper should be evaluated by medical 
personnel WITHOUT DELAY. 
 
5.  Basic life support treatment for anaphylaxis secondary to OC ingestion is airway maintenance and 
possible O2 administration where indicated.  Advanced life support treatment includes administration of 
1:1000 Epinephrine (SC,IM or IV) or Diphenhydramine (IV). 
 
6.  Any person who exhibits sunburn like redness more than one hour after being sprayed and 
decontaminated or who shows any evidence of blistering (second degree burns) should receive medical 
treatment for burns.  Fair skinned persons show a significant increase in potential for burns.  Salves and 
ointments are contra-indicated until affected area has been completely decontaminated. 
 
7.  Once an individual has been restrained after being sprayed, the officer should conduct a Primary 
Medical Survey, and ensure: Airway - Breathing - Circulation 
 
8.  Any subject who loses consciousness during any physical confrontation with police should receive 
immediate medical attention, including CPR if necessary. 
 
9.  No person who has been contaminated by OC spray or any other chemical agent shall be left 
unsupervised for at least two hours after contamination. 
 
10.  Any person who admits to being under the influence of cocaine, amphetamines, barbiturates, PCP, 
opiates, heroin, or high levels of alcohol shall be evaluated by medical personnel. 
 



 

 

11.  Any person who admits a history of heart problems, lung problems diabetes, high blood pressure or 
any other potentially serious medical condition shall be evaluated by medical personnel. 
 
12.  Any person who requests medical treatment shall be evaluated by medical personnel.  There are no 
exceptions. 


